



NEWSLETTER 
December 2018 

Dates for your Diary 

Sat 12th Jan - Academy 

Sat 26th Jan - Academy 

Sat 2nd Feb - MDO 
Rehearsal Orchestra Day 

Sat 9th Feb - Academy 

Sat 23rd Feb - Academy 

Sat 9th Mar - Academy 

Sat 23rd Mar - Academy 

A Note from the Director 

Hello, 

Its so lovely to see the buzz around the 
Academy recently. We’ve seen many new faces 
both learning instruments and taking part in 
our ensembles, which is absolutely fantastic. 
Our expansion plans are now well underway 
and you will notice further changes to our 

structure over the next few years as we strive to 
improve and develop our service to the 

community. I hope you have a lovely Christmas 
and wish you all the best for the New Year. 

Kind Regards, 
Mat Davis

Rehearsal Orchestra Day - The Mat Davis Orchestra 

On Saturday 2nd Feb 2019, 1.30pm - 5.30pm, our friends at MDO are hosting a 
rehearsal orchestra day at Hucknall Central Methodist Church. This is a chance to 

rehearse with a local community symphony orchestra, with professionally led 
sectionals. This event is held to support Torkard Academy and is open to String 

Players of Grade 3/4 or above, and Wind players of Grade 4/5 or above. The cost of 
this event is £5 Adults/ £2 Students and Under 18s. If you wish to attend the event 

then please book a place by emailing: mdavisorchestra@gmail.com.



Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
From the team at Torkard Academy ….

January 2019 Changes 

In order to make our expansion easier to manage, we would like to change the system 
of payment and registration. The main change affecting members is the new fee 

structure. We have created a clear structure that still meets our targets of providing 
low cost, high quality, musical experiences for young people in and around Hucknall.  

The cost of membership of the Academy is changing and will be £10 per term. This 
allows your child to take part in any of the ensembles that we have on offer currently 
and also any new ensembles that we may create at the Academy. In addition, we will 

be combining the instrument hire cost with the cost of instrumental lessons into a 
termly fee of £10 per term. 

This will allow or welcome desk team to work a lot more efficiently and process arrivals 
rapidly. We would encourage you to pay at the start of each term. However, we realise 

that this can seem expensive, especially if you have more than one child attending 
Torkard Academy, so there is still the opportunity to pay in instalments if you wish. For 
more information, please read our membership and teaching policies or talk to one of 

our team 

Tuition 

Uptake for tuition has increased by a 
lot recently which is a very good sign. 
Progress is excellent with all students 
and some are now working towards 

exams or playing/singing in an 
ensemble. 

Our newest teacher is Mel who will be 
joining our woodwind teaching team. 

Instruments 

We are always looking to increase our 
stock of instruments for tuition. If you, 

or an acquaintance, have an 
instrument hiding at the back of a 
cupboard, then please consider 

donating it to our wonderful cause. 
See the welcome desk for more info.

Structure of the Afternoon 

Our new structure is working 
extremely well. There are range of 
activities and ensembles for our 

students to take part in throughout the 
afternoon. 

1.30pm - Tuition starts for some. 

2.00pm - Choir (Carolyn/Sarah) 

3.15pm - Break 

3.45pm - Concert Band (Mat) / 
String Ensemble (Jenny) 

5.00pm - Finish


